
  CITY OF MONTESANO COUNCIL MEETING  
  January 11, 2022 7:00 p.m. at City Hall 

 

Mayor Vini Samuel presiding.   1 
 2 
CALL TO ORDER: Mayor Samuel called the meeting of January 11, 2022 to order at 7:00 p.m.    3 
 4 
FLAG CEREMONY- Pledge of Allegiance 5 
 6 
SWEARING IN 7 
 8 
Councilman Trimble, Councilman Bryson, Councilman Cope and Councilman Caryl were all sworn in by 9 
Mayor Samuel.  10 
 11 
ROLL CALL-Councilman Trimble, Councilman Skaramuca, Councilman Bryson, Councilman Cope, 12 
Councilman Caryl and Councilman Wood were all present.       13 
 14 
STAFF PRESENT- Public Works Director Olden, Police Chief Vance and Attorney Coker were all present as 15 
was IT Person Pakonen. 16 
  17 
APPROVAL OF BILLS-Councilman Trimble made a motion to approve the bills as audited with a second 18 
by Councilman Bryson. 19 
 20 
Councilman Trimble advised there were three sets; 12-15 to 12-28-21; 12-29 to 01-11-2022 $29,587.97 21 
but still in the 2021 budget; and bills for the first part of January 2022 $45,112.00.  These include check 22 
# 55824-#55857 and #55858; payroll in the amount of $187,444.27 for check # 41887 – 41907. 23 
 24 
Motion passed 6-0 25 
 26 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES   27 
 28 
Councilman Cope made a motion to approve the minutes of the December 14, 2021 meeting with a 29 
second by Councilman Wood.   30 
 31 
Motion passed 6-0 with no additions or corrections.   32 
 33 
At this time, Mayor Samuel advised there would be a change in the agenda and she would be moving 34 
the update on the Grays Harbor County Justice Center to just before the first public comment period.  35 
Mayor Samuel explained to the audience what the public comment period is. 36 
 37 
UPDATE GH COUNTY JUSTICE CENTER 38 
 39 
Mayor Samuel advised that Grays Harbor County had reached out to the city to say they were at a point 40 
of purchase for a site in Montesano for a new Justice Center; this would keep 100 jobs and possibly add 41 
50 more in the city; over the next 2-3 years this would be an $87 million dollar project.   42 
 43 
Grays Harbor County Commission Raines gave an overview of what the county has been doing to this 44 
point; in 2019 they had conversations with Mason County for a possible joint facility but sites did not 45 
work out because of the distances for each department; in 2020 this kind of took a back seat but was 46 
picked up again about a year ago; in October 2021 was the first outreach to the property owner; she 47 
advised the county only has conceptual sketches, no design or planning documents yet; this would be 48 
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for a 200 bed maybe 220 bed correction facility, the sheriff’s department, the Department of Emergency 49 
Management and possibly the E911 center.  Commissioner Raines advised they would be having public 50 
hearings on this over the next couple of years.   51 
 52 
Grays Harbor County Sheriff Rick Scott echoed what Commissioner Raines had said; adding the need for 53 
a new correction facility and sheriff’s department has been needed for a very long time.   54 
 55 
PUBLIC COMMENT 56 
 57 
Mayor Samuel advised at this time we would open up the floor to public comments.   58 
 59 
Councilman Wood wanted to discuss the process and ask questions about time lines from Commissioner 60 
Raines at which time the Mayor advised this was not a discussion time but a comment time.   61 
 62 
Councilman Wood wanted it on record that he objected to not being allowed to ask questions of 63 
Commissioner Raines.  Objection was noted.   64 
 65 
Lynn O’Conner who lives at 1805 Owen Circle talked about being in support of a new facility but not at 66 
the location which she feels is being picked; she apologized to the county if she was making assumptions 67 
as to where the site was; offenders being released into the neighborhood of a school and residences 68 
was not okay; location, location, location.  69 
 70 
Aaron Rux wanted the mayor and council to know the fire department stands behind Police Chief Vance 71 
100% in his acting as the interim fire chief; he knows what the department needs which is to solidify the 72 
staffing first before moving on to finding a new chief.  He encouraged the council to consider giving 73 
Chief Vance more time to stabilize the staffing.   74 
 75 
Jeremy Miller who lives on Cherry Road advised he opposes the location of a justice center by Beacon 76 
School; maybe it would be better out by the armory near the transfer station; in favor of a new facility 77 
just not at the proposed site.   78 
 79 
Norm Cole who lives on Harriet Street told Sheriff Scott that nobody appreciates them more than he 80 
does and is all in favor of a new facility just not at the proposed location.   81 
 82 
Abby Vargas lives at Swiss Meadows stated she appreciated this community and we need a new facility 83 
but we do not have all the information yet; asked where the transparency is; why have other sites not 84 
been considered?  85 
 86 
Patrick Cobb who lives at 404 W Marcy commented that he has 12 years active duty military and worked 87 
4 of those years at a maximum security prison; to have one inmate be released and do something to a 88 
child would be a smudge on this town. 89 
 90 
Jacquelyn Craig who lives at Swiss Meadows and is also a teacher at Beacon school states as a teacher 91 
and homeowner, there are still a lot of questions that have not been answered, where is the 92 
transparency?; has concerns over inmates being picked up so near the school and houses; the distance 93 
is next door; why were other sites not chosen?  94 
 95 
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Wendy Schroder lives on Poplar Road commented about transparency and how there has been none; 96 
we are not hearing the things we should be hearing; it would make us look stupid to put this facility next 97 
to a school.  98 
 99 
Ashley Taylor advised she was a long term resident on Owen Drive and when she saw the post regarding 100 
this facility, her heart sank; she has been thinking about her future here but when she thinks about 101 
seeing a jail out her second floor window, it makes her want to sell.  102 
 103 
Kathy Richardson is building in Swiss Meadow and sees children come and go to the playground at 104 
Beacon School with no adults around, with a jail next door? What impact is this going to have on Beacon 105 
Avenue traffic in a school zone, parents will not let their kids go there to play without them, what impact 106 
on water, sewer and transportation.   107 
 108 
Dawn McLaren who lives in Swiss Meadows moved here from Utah with the thought that Montesano 109 
was a good place to live to raise children and grandchildren; a jail next to an elementary school? Where 110 
would the inmates go when they escape, to the school to hold hostages; they left that kind of 111 
community for this safer one; would like to be told about meetings happening concerning this issue.   112 
 113 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 114 
Mayor Pro Tem Selection- 115 
Councilman Cope made a motion to elect Councilman Trimble as Mayor Pro Tem for 2022 with a second 116 
by Councilman Wood. 117 
 118 
Motion passed 6-0 119 
 120 
Committee Selection for 2022 121 
 122 
Councilman Cope made a suggestion the council assignments stay as is until the vacant position is filled; 123 
the alternates would step into a committee that is left short a person.  Council agreed.   124 
  125 
OLD BUSINESS 126 
 127 
Finance report reference timber parcel purchase 128 
Councilman Trimble advised the finance committee had come up with two options for funding this 129 
purchase.  130 
 131 
Option 1 was basically a one third to two thirds funding-$150,000 from general fund and $450,000 from 132 
the Forest. 133 
 134 
Option 2 was half and half; $300,000 from general fund, 5 year loan from Forest for $150,000.  Finance 135 
was looking at this option.  136 
 137 
Councilman Cope made a motion to take $150,000 from the general fund, borrow for the general fund 138 
from the forest fund $150,000 with the balance being taken from the forest fund.  This was seconded by 139 
Councilman Caryl.  140 
 141 
Motion passed 6-0 142 
 143 
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Councilman Wood made a motion to take $250,000 from the 2022 ARP funds to backfill the 2022 water 144 
development projects and decrease the same from the forest fund which as seconded by Councilman 145 
Bryson. 146 
 147 
Motion passed 6-0 148 
 149 
NEW BUSINESS 150 
 151 
Update EMS ending Fund 2021 152 
Chief Vance updated the council and mayor that the EMS funding was $21,000 to the good.  Good work 153 
by the ambulance billing clerk in getting accounts paid.  154 
 155 
East Wynooche design contract 156 
Director Olden advised this was for information only at this time.  No action requested.  157 
 158 
LeMay’s Rates Resolution 159 
Councilman Wood pointed out some errors in the resolution that needed to be corrected before 160 
adopting.  This was tabled until next meeting.  161 
 162 
Interlocal IT / Elma 163 
Chief Vance advised this was a contract with Elma Police Department for approximately 6-10 hours a 164 
month of IT work at a rate consistent with our current IT person’s entire compensation package.  There 165 
were some changes that needed to be made that Chief Vance and Attorney Coker were working on.  166 
This was tabled until next meeting.  167 
 168 
Public Records Fees 169 
Chief Vance advised they are working on a new fee schedule for records requests now that they will 170 
have the body camera and car camera videos being requested.   171 
 172 
Lake Sylvia sidewalk funding authorization 173 
Mayor Samuel advised the Southwest Washington Reginal Transportation Planning Organization 174 
(SWRTOP) has approved the allocation of funding for Phase 1 of the proposed Lake Sylvia Road Sidewalk 175 
project in the amount of $301,020.00.  Mayor Samuel thanked Director Olden for his creative work in 176 
getting this funding.   177 
 178 
Councilman Trimble made a motion to authorize the Mayor to sign the grant offer with a second by 179 
Councilman Wood.   180 
 181 
Motion passed 6-0.  182 
 183 
Public Meeting for February 8, 2022-Water System Update 184 
  185 
Mayor Samuel advised she would be setting an informational meeting for water system updates for 186 
February 8, 2022. Postings will go out on the website and Facebook.  187 
 188 
 189 
 190 
 191 
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Fire EMT training funding 192 
Chief Vance advised the council that the EMS office lost its funding for training of EMTs of which we 193 
have five currently; the cost is $1500 per person and it was not currently in our budget as a line item so 194 
we might have a shortfall in this area.  This was just a heads up.  195 
 196 
Fire Chief Search information update 197 
Mayor Samuel advised everyone that Councilman Wood had provided documents from an entity that 198 
would do the search and asked if anyone had any questions regarding this.   199 
 200 
Councilman Skaramuca asked if we usually cover candidate travel expenses to which the Mayor advised 201 
we do not.   202 
 203 
Councilman Trimble advised he is not a fan of paying $18,000 or more and agreed with Aaron Rux that 204 
we get stable with the staffing first. 205 
 206 
Councilman Bryson agreed with stabilizing staffing before a new fire chief search. 207 
 208 
Councilman Wood advised the fee is $18,500 but in reality we would be looking at about $30,000; they 209 
are good but he didn’t think it would save the mayor any time.  He will bring something else back. 210 
 211 
Mayor Samuel added that we should be able to finish the CFO position search soon.   212 
 213 
Council position opening 214 
Mayor Samuel advised we have a council position open for position #5; it will be put in the newsletter 215 
with February 4th at 5:00 as the deadline to submit applications.  This would make the information 216 
available to the council for the February 8th meeting but most likely not until the Monday of that week; 217 
it could be delayed to the 22nd.  Mayor Samuel advised we would post it on the Website, Facebook, 218 
Newsletter and Radio.  219 
 220 
Municipal Services Agreement-Connections 221 
Councilman Trimble made a motion to authorize the Mayor to sign the Municipal Services Agreement 222 
with Connections which was seconded by Councilman Wood.   223 
 224 
Motion passed 6-0 225 
 226 
PUBLIC COMMENT  227 
Wendy Schroeder, Poplar Road, asked about the open council position and why the person who just lost 228 
the election doesn’t just fill that position? She also wanted to clarify where we were with new 229 
computers in the police department, the fire department generator and fluoride in the water; asked 230 
what determines if we plow the streets; days and days of ice and snow is a problem.   231 
 232 
COUNCIL COMMENTS 233 
Councilman Caryl stated he had nothing really although he was excited to see folks here, community 234 
involvement is important.   235 
 236 
Councilman Skaramuca stated he did not know about the justice center until Thursday; in regards to 237 
fluoride, he would like to have a presentation when the council gets full as it would have to be a council 238 
decision to change the adding of fluoride; in reference to plowing, we would not plow we would do 239 
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snow removal and that poses another problem; this city has never plowed snow, we have always 240 
allowed drivers to pound it down hard; any equipment we had to remove snow would probably ruin our 241 
roads.  242 
 243 
Councilman Trimble echoed what Councilman Skaramuca stated in that the first we heard of the justice 244 
center was on Facebook; this piece is news to us so as far as everyone’s transparency questions, we are 245 
right there with you.  246 
 247 
Councilman Cope echoed what Councilman Skaramuca said about plowing; multiple mayors have had to 248 
deal with this and it is a lot of money to put into equipment that may or may not be used; thanked 249 
Councilman Trimble and Councilman Bryson for their work on the forest land purchase financing; 250 
thanked Chief Vance for his work at the fire department and  Aaron Rux for his input regarding staffing; 251 
the council learned about the justice center late last week, we believe in transparency and there has 252 
been no attempt to hide information.  253 
 254 
Councilman Wood thanked everyone for their help last meeting when he had a blood sugar issue; he 255 
appreciated Councilman Cope’s humor in stating he had been waiting 20 years for him to be speechless; 256 
we need to discuss snow plowing at future public works meeting however our staff has been very 257 
responsive; the Montesano Chamber of Commerce is having their general meeting at noon on Wed.; the 258 
State Board of Health has always had enforcement powers; just learned about the justice center on 259 
Friday, there is still plenty of process to go through, applying for a sub division by seller etc. 260 
  261 
Councilman Bryson commented that the council had just heard about the county’s project; he is glad 262 
folks came and expressed their opinions; encouraged the county to do more outreach concerning this; 263 
stated the forest purchase is a decision that will outlast all of us; the Lake Sylvia sidewalk is very exciting, 264 
the State Parks folks are excited and this will allow the parks visitors to get downtown and vice versa.   265 
 266 
MAYOR’S COMMENTS 267 
Mayor Samuel advised that our agendas are always on the website and can be accessed by the end of 268 
the day on Fridays before a meeting; folks are always welcome to ask questions; we normally do not 269 
report blow by blow once spending has been authorized; commented that everyone helped in the snow 270 
and water event, a big shout out to the public works department; in regards to the Justice Center, we 271 
are literally before the first words are written; glad the county is willing to listen; she believes that 272 
Montesano is the safest town in all of Grays Harbor County and to say we diminish the safety of a 273 
neighborhood by placing this facility here she doubts; the county has done their due diligence however 274 
fear mongering is not acceptable; if the sheriff does not build in the city that will be approximately 2 ½ 275 
Mary’s River as an employer, it will impact every level of our tax base.   276 
 277 
EXECUTIVE SESSION-Personnel and litigation RCW 42.30.110 278 
 279 
Mayor Samuel advised they would be entering executive session for approximately 20 minutes and 280 
expected action when they came out.   281 
 282 
Executive session began at 9:00 p.m. and ended at 9:21 p.m. 283 
 284 
Councilman Wood made a motion to authorize the mayor to fill the clerk position coming vacant as soon 285 
as possible with a second by Councilman Trimble. 286 
 287 
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Motion passed 6-0 288 
 289 
Councilman Wood made a motion to authorize the mayor to engage a payroll service as long as it did 290 
not lead to a union grievance which was seconded by Councilman Bryson. 291 
 292 
Motion passed 6-0 293 
 294 
ADJOURNMENT 295 
 296 
Councilman Trimble made a motion to adjourn the meeting which was seconded by Councilman Cope.   297 
 298 
Motion passed 6-0 299 
 300 
Meeting adjourned at 9:23 p.m.  301 
 302 
Kim Lillegard, Deputy Clerk 303 
Recording available.   304 
 305 


